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What Can a Catholic Learn from Islam? 
Matthew Sudnik 
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Matthew Sudnik is a young adult who recently spent some 
time in Egypt.  Matthew teaches at Central Catholic H.S.  He 
is a graduate from Harvard University Divinity School with a 
Masters in Theological Studies in Christianity and Culture 
and received his Bachelors Degree from the Catholic Univer-
sity of America.  Matthew has helped cities in the U.S. de-
velop Peace Camp for children, teens, and collegians. 
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February 7, 2010 
 
James G. Paharik, Ph.D ,is a member of the sociology faculty 
at Seton Hill University.  He writes and teaches in the areas of 
comparative genocide and peace studies.  Dr. Paharik is direc-
tor of research and curriculum design for Beit Benedict Peace 
Academy.  His recently published book, The Long Journey:  In 
Search of Justice and Peace in Jerusalem, was the fruit of his 
2007 sabbatical in the West Bank.   



 

  April 25, 2010 
  Rick Polhamus 
 

Transforming Conflicts: 
 

In My Home 
 

& Around the Globe 

Rick Polhamus is a member of the Christian Peacemaker Team.  He is this organization’s  
representative to the World Council of Churches.   Rick has worked in the Middle East over the 
past 9 years.  He has training and experience in violence reduction, conflict resolution and trans-
formation, negotiation, and mediation.  When home in the U.S., he is often traveling to speak at 
conferences, universities, churches, synagogues and mosques about such topics as:  Theology of 
Nonviolence and Peacemaking; Living in a Global Community; Humor in Peacemaking; Living 
a Theology of Love; Conflict Transformation and Resolution.   He also works for the Church of 
the Brethren on a national level as a member of the Youth Peace Retreat Leadership Team of On 
Earth Peace and leads conflict transformation trainings and mediates conflict for the Ministry of 
Reconciliation.  He has participated in many Disaster Response projects and worked on Habitat 
for Humanity.  Rick lives with his wife on a small farm in Miami County, Ohio, and enjoys 
spending time with his children and  grandchildren.   

 
      (This workshop will include activities for young adults, adults, and families. ) 


